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_______________________________________________________________________    

Thursday, 14 April 2022         6:30 PM       Virtual 

                        

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper and held by virtual platform. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Commissioner Prioleau at 6:38 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Commissioners Aiken, Alston, Rhonda Heyward, Robert Heyward, Myers, Prioleau, 

Linnen, Planning Director DeHaven and Clerk-Treasurer White. 

 

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Commissioner Alston; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Alston made the motion to adopt the minutes of the March 10, 2022 meeting as prepared; 

Commissioner Myers seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. New Business 

Pedersen Tract: Request to rezone to Residential-Two (R-2) various parcels: TMS #192-00-00-021 from General 

Commercial (GC) to R-2; TMS#192-00-00-022 from Town Center (TC) to R-2; TMS #192-00-00-052 from Rural 

Agriculture (RA) to R-2; and TMS #192-00-00-092 from (TC) to R-2 and enter into a new Development 

Agreement for 375 homes.  Planning Director Roy DeHaven explained that this request was originally presented 

by Ryan Homes. Forestar Group Inc. has taken over the project, withdrew the prior request, and have submitted a 

new application. A Development Agreement has been submitted by the property owners.  

 

VI. Applicants Presentation 

Joe Margarite, representative for the Pedersen family, made a presentation to the Planning Commission. He stated 

that this property was to be zoned Town Center (TC) by written agreement between the Town and the Pedersen 

family for zoning allowing over 1,200 multi-family homes. On their own accord, the Pedersen’s have reduced this 

density to a total of less than 2.3 units per acre. He stated that a traffic study was submitted on February 28th and 

addressed both locations of ingress and egress at Highway 165 and Dixie Plantation Road, and is compliant with 

SCDOT’s criteria for connectivity to Town Hall and the aquatic center. Mr. Margarite added that the Pedersen 

family will contribute four acres next to Town Hall and the aquatics center to help the Comprehensive Plan’s 

mandate for more parks. They will build the road network to Town Hall off of Highway 165 and increase the 

capacity of the lift stations to meet the needs of the project, all at their expense.  

 

Kurt Sandness with Forestar Group Inc. thanked the Planning Commission for allowing him to speak. He stated 

that his focus was on the plan itself and to help convey the important aspects brought forward by Mr. Margarite. 

The project will consist of 375 units with a typical lot size of 60 x 120 feet. The minimum lot size under the R-2 

zoning is 6,000 square feet and the Pedersen family through the site plan done by Thomas & Hutton has provided 

a lot area that is 20% greater than the R-2 zoning requirement. The project’s primary entry way will be off of 

Dixie Plantation Road. All roadways within the development, which will be called Pedersen Farms, will be 

designed, and constructed to Charleston County standards and will have sidewalks that will facilitate 

interconnections to the Town facilities and various commercial areas adjoining the property.  
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VII. Questions from Commissioners 

Commissioner Prioleau asked that with the change to the R-2 zoning, if the homes of would be of mixed use or 

high density. Mr. Margarite answered that the homes would consist of various single family homes starting at 

entry level prices, considering the cost of material. Commissioner Prioleau asked when construction will begin 

and when all phases would be completed. Mr. Margarite said it would be about two and a half years before the 

first home would be finished and completion would depend on the market. Commissioner Prioleau asked if Dixie 

Plantation Road would be the only entry into the property. Mr. Margarite responded that there would be an 

entrance on Dixie Plantation Road as well as the Piggly Wiggly Road entrance off of Highway 165, wrapping 

around Town Hall and the aquatics center. 

 

Commissioner Myers asked if there were any plans to develop the GC parcel and Mr. Margarite replied that there 

were no plans at this time.  

 

Town Attorney Dean Porter addressed the Planning Commission. He stated that there have been negotiations but 

as of this date, there is not a mutually agreed upon Development Agreement.  

 

Commissioner Aiken asked Attorney Porter if the issues had been resolved pertaining to Section 5.7 as there 

seems to have been a lot of discussion on the sanitary sewer. Attorney Porter answered that it was requested that 

the section be stripped in its entirety because South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 

(SCDHEC), Rural Development Authority (RDA) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) controls 

ownership of the sewer system and the Town cannot grant authorization to an outside engineer or contractor to 

work on the system. 

 

VIII. Motion 

Commissioner Myers made the motion that the request not be submitted to Town Council because there is not a 

mutual agreement between the Town and the Developer; Commissioner Aiken seconded and all voted to deny.  

 

Sewer Ordinance and Land Use Development: Deferred to May meeting. 

 

Fee schedule recommendations: Plats, Development Agreements, Zoning Permits, Sewer Inspections, Special 

Events Permits, Conditional Use Permits, Mining Permits, Tree Removal Permits, Sewer Fees Use, Land 

Clearing Permits, BZA Application Fees: Deferred to May meeting. 

 

IX. Public Comments 

None.  

 

X. Old Business 

Animal Control Ordinance: Mr. DeHaven said that updates would be sent to the Planning Commission for 

discussion at the June meeting.  

 

XI. Commissioner’s Time 

None. 

 

XII. Chairman’s Time 

Commissioner Prioleau thanked Attorney Porter for pointing out the information regarding the lack of a mutual 

Development Agreement. He stated that the Planning Commission would not want to move forward without the 

compliance of all parties involved.  
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XIII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 


